June 21, 2011

I hate to bring this bad news to our classmates but our friend and classmate, Larry Alan Smith and his family lost everything in the ongoing fires in his area (Grimes County). 
I have been up their many times so am in a mild state of shock. Some of us were privileged to have spent an afternoon at their house a couple of years ago for “The Big Shootout – Deaux”. The beautiful little retirement house they built, smack dab in the middle of their 13 acres of heavily wooded property is gone. Larry told me that in addition to their house the house right across the driveway that they built for his In-laws was burned to the ground
I just talked to him at the hotel where they are staying and. He was told that nothing but ashes and debris are left. They still cannot cross police lines and go back into their property so they have not seen the destruction close up. Larry and Charleen’s youngest son, Andrew, is a deputy constable and was able to get through the police lines to drive down and look at the property. He gave them this terrible assessment. Luckily, Larry and Charleen had time to grab a suitcase with some few clothes. His In-laws, Charlie and Pricilla Bauer, got out with only the clothes on their back. Those people are 91 years old and that is an additional tragedy.
The only good news is that the fire jumped right over his large garage, which stands right adjacent to their houses, was completely spared. The carport that stands beside Charlie and Pricilla’s house was not touched and a car parked under it seems to have been spared. Andrew reports that the big gun safe the Larry had in their bedroom closet and it is sitting ruined, smoldering on the ground beneath where the floor once stood.
Larry seems in good spirits but unless one of you have personally experienced such a loss, none of us can imagine the deep shock they must be going through. Another piece of good news is that the house just down the road, belonging to Charleen’s brother and sister-in-law was spared. Larry said he has his computer with him but he cannot get onto the internet for the time being. I am sure that if you send him a brief Email of condolences, he would be glad to look at that once he gets back online. His Email address is smitlar@earthlink.net
Thank God for sparing their lives and that of their adjacent families.
Ray 
